- VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, NoveMEBER 1784, 113

in the lizhc of zn act to disf_ranchife a number cf'ci:izcns,.but muft be taken by all who confi-
der the lubject as an execution of the pitnciple laid down in the bill of rights, perfeGiy con-
fiftent witk it, and, being fo, deprived no perfon of rights which he could juftlv exercife before
the paffing of the 'i;&g. tke right of fuffrage bemg confined to pcrfon_s having attachment t6
the government ; theiefore ro per'on not having fuch attachment could fairiy exerciie the right.
The act for the beiter fecurnity of the government, only avopted a mode of c:{covcring who were,
“and who = cre not, entitled to the excicife of the privilege under the bill of rights, We have go
reafon to fuppole, that thofe ol the peaccable induftrious quakf:rs and methodifts, who did not
take the oath of fideli y, are difl.tished with their prefent fituzation in our mild government,
where no unequal burthens are tmpoled, or difcriminaticn made, in the adminiftration of jathce,
ana if they with us well, they would be aveife to receiving a privi.ege, which mult be partici-
pated by others who might aifturd our tranquiility; and though your proffered lenity might
have an happy effet upon fome of the nonjurars, yer we apprehend by many otners it would be
received without gratitude, and the power given by it exerciied not with a view o the profperity
but the difturbance of the ftate, 1'his houfe has no refentment to gratify, and you could fcarcely
fuppofe we were to be drawn into the difagreceble office of excepting pariculars from a general
a§ of grace. That there are men of candour and moderaticn among the neniurors we admit,
and that {ome of them may be well difpoyfad to vur conftitution we wiil nor dcn)' ; hut we bea
lieve thele men wou'd not oe 1ncuced o aét with fo much improprict;, &$ to tzke part in the
adminitrztion of a government in e ot peace, whi:h tiiey dedtine: to fupport in time of war.
If, however, application fhould be made by men, wiole clarzfters znd conduét mav entitle
them to the interpofition of the legiflature, and they bave (he waghsof your recommendation,
we fhall litten to their ciaims with-impaibiality, and duednine on them with jultice; this we
conceive would be a much nicre cligible manner of fepaiaii ¢ the inoffenfive from the mifctie-
vous, than the mode p.inted out by you. Under your b li we believe the moft cangerous and
meddling would Be intiotuced into the public affairs of the flate, while the more m-ceft, ferfi-
ble, and difcreet, would be reftrzined, by a juft regard to propriety, from the ufe of your boun-
ty. |'he rights of tuttiage any being eiectd are fo intmately connected, and tre admifion of
the firft being lo certainly productive of the mifchicts to be apprehenied from the jatt, tn.t we
cannot be indueed to accede Lo the propufition made in your meilage of gving the privilege of
fuffrage to the nonjurors.

Thus gentlemen we have given you the resfuns which induced us to diffent to your biil, and
which have prevailed with this houfe again to return it with a negative, and to determine not at
prefent to accede to any bil: upon fimi'ar princip'es. When the treaty of peace is fully exe-
cuted, the federal government ftrengthened, and we fhall receive fatisfatory proof of the at-
tachment of the nonjurors 1o our corftitution, we fhail give ¢very due attention to applications
or propofitions for conferring on them all the privileges of citizens,

By crder, J. DORIIY, clk
Which was read.

ResoLvEp, That Thomas Johnfon, Thomas Stone, Samue! Chale, and Danie! of St. Tho-
_mis Jemter, Efquires, be commiflioners for this ftate to meet (he commiffioners zppointed by
the conmonwealth of Virginia, for the purpofe of fettling the navigation of, and the jurifsic-
tion uver, that part ol the bay of Chefapeake which lies within the limits of Virginiz, and over
the rivers Patowmack and Pecomoke ; and that the faid commiffioners, or any two of them, have
fuil power, in behali of this ftate; to adjuft and fettle the ju-ifdittion to be exerciied by the faid
“Rates relp-ctively, over the faid waters and the navigation of the fame, their proceecings to be
laid betore the general affembly of this flate, and to be ratified or diffe; ted to ty the zflembly;
and that the {faid commiflioners be direcied to govern themfelves in the execution of the truft re-
pofed in them by the inftiuctions of the general affembly, of the twenty-fecon! day of Decem-
ber feventeen Hundred and feventy-feven, and the infiructions which fhell be given by this af-
fcmhly. i

ResoLvep, That bis excellency the governor be requefted to inform the eneral affembly of
Virginis, or, in their receis, the goveinor of that commonwe:lth, That [homas Johnion,
Thomas Stone, Samuel Chafe, :and Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Efquires, are appointed
commiffione:s of this ftate, on behalf of this ftate, for the purpafe aforéfaid ; and that they will
meet the comaiflioners of Virginia at Alexandria, on Monday the twenty firft day of March
next, or at any other time or place which may be more convenient to the commiffioners of Vie-
ginia,

Resorveop, That each of the f2id commiffioners be allowed the fum of two pounis five thil-
lings current money per dav, for cyvery day he fha¥l atrend or be on his Journey to difcharge hie
duty as commiflioncr,

“Sent to the fenate by Mr. Dent.

Fhe houfc azjoarns it to-merrcw morrirg g o’clock,

T H U R S D A Y, January 20, 1785.7

HE houfe met. Prefent the fame m:mbers as on yefterday. The proceedings of yefter-
- dav were read. . o -

- William Perry, Efq; from the fenzte, delivers to M. Speaker the bill to empower James
Wignell 1o fell the real eftate of John Afhburner, deceafed, for the payment of his debts, en-
. ¥
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I



